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Dear Member,                      30 May 2015 

Visit to Oriel College, Oxford.  Monday 13 July 2015   
 

Oriel is one of the oldest colleges in Oxford, founded by King Edward II in 1326. It is also my college, where 
I studied Geology fifty years ago. It holds many fond memories for me, which I would like to share with you.  

We shall meet in Oriel College for coffee, served from 11.00am in the Champneys Room. You will be 
directed there by the Porter, on your arrival at the Lodge in Oriel Square.   

At about 11.30am, I shall lead you on a tour of the College. We shall visit the chapel, consecrated in 1642, 
and with some fine wood panelling and stained glass of that date. The front quad, which you will have 
crossed on your arrival, is also seventeenth century: a fine example of the artisan mannerist style built in 

glorious golden Cotswold stone. I was present here when we ‘burned the boat’ after Oriel went Head of the 
River for the first time in 1966 – more about that when we meet!     

I shall escort you through the four quads that make up the College, passing on some anecdotes about 
student life here in the sixties, as well as some of the College’s history and famous alumni.  

We shall end up in Hall, where formal dinners are held under the watchful eye of Edward II. I dined with Her 
Majesty the Queen here once: as a royal foundation, the reigning monarch is the College’s official Visitor. 
This historic place is where we shall sit down for a three course lunch, served in traditional style: 

Greek Salad 

Salmon Fillet in a Watercress sauce, crushed New Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables 
or 

Sun Blushed Tomato Polenta with Asparagus and Roast Vegetables & Pesto  

Profiteroles with Chocolate sauce 

White or Red Wine, and Orange Juice or Elderflower Pressé will be served with Lunch. Coffee afterwards.  

Our visit will finish after lunch, at about 2.30pm. If you wish, I can escort you around Oxford afterwards. 

I do hope you will want to join my personal tour of Oriel College.  

Ron.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

To: Ron Wood 
You will be notified when I receive your application. Closing date for applications is 29 June. 
Advice on travel options to Oxford, and a city map, will be provided when you book. 
 
I wish to apply for …. places on the visit to Oriel College, @ £55.00 (excluding travel to Oxford).  
I enclose a cheque for the total sum of £…….…… payable to ‘Aldersgate Ward Club’. 
For my main course, I would like (a) Salmon, OR (b) Tomato Polenta (please indicate which!).  

Name    ..................................................................................................................................   

Email (preferably) or Phone    ………………………………………..…………………………………………… 

Name(s) of guest(s)    .………………………………………………………………………………. 


